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External Sample Assessment Material
There are two written exams for this qualification.
The examination will consist of a written paper with two sections, A and B. Learners will have
to complete both sections and there will be no optional questions in either section.
Section A consists of a blend of multiple choice and short response questions which will
assess knowledge and understanding across the breadth of mandatory units.
Section B will largely include extended response questions. Each of these will challenge
learners in the application of knowledge and understanding, in a practical technical context.
Real-life case studies, scenarios and client examples are used to ‘set the scene’ and provide
the basis for the objective assessment of applied knowledge and understanding.
Photographs and diagrams are used where applicable to bring the examination to life.
The questions in Section B will vary year on year and will cover the full breadth of mandatory
content over time. Learners will be required to answer all of the questions in Section B.
All mandatory units are assessed in each and every examination. The full breadth of
mandatory content will be covered over the life of the qualification.
The mandatory units assessed in Paper 1 (EX.1) and Paper 2 (EX.2) are set out below:

External examination (BT3D3.EX1)
Units covered

UCO28M - Health and safety in the salon
UBT90M - Client care and consultation
UBT120M - Anatomy and physiology for make-up services
UBT123M - Individual eyelash extensions
UBT87M - False eyelash application
UBT119M - Promote and sell products and services

External examination (BT3D3.EX2)
Units covered

UBT118M - Photographic make-up
UBT121M - Bridal make-up
UBT122M - Airbrush make-up
UBT124M - Cosmetic make-up science

External examination (BT3ED3.EX1)
Units covered

UCO28M - Health and safety in the salon
UBT90M - Client care and consultation
UBT120M - Anatomy and physiology for make-up services
UBT123M - Individual eyelash extensions
UBT87M - False eyelash application
UBT119M - Promote and sell products and services

External examination (BT3ED3.EX2)
Units covered

UBT118M - Photographic make-up
UBT121M - Bridal make-up
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UBT122M - Airbrush make-up
UBT124M - Cosmetic make-up science
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External Sample Assessment Material

BT3D3 - Level 3 Diploma in Beauty Make-up
Techniques
(601/6979/5)
BT3ED3 - Level 3 Extended Diploma in Beauty Make-up
Techniques
(601/6981/3)
Please write clearly in block capitals.
Centre number
Learner number
Surname
Other names
Learner signature
Date

SAMPLE EXAM QUESTIONS
Time allowed:
Instructions
 Use black ink.
 Answer all questions.
 You must answer questions in the spaces provided.
 Do all rough work in this book. Cross through any work you do not want to be marked.




Information
There are two sections to this paper.
Both sections should be attempted.
The marks for the questions are shown in brackets.

Advice
 Please read each question carefully before answering.
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SECTION A – 11 Marks
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

Due to the high number of risks and hazards when working on location, make-up
artists must have suitable insurance cover.
1 (a) Explain the potential consequences of not holding insurance in the workplace.
(3 marks)

Total for Question 1 = 3 marks
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A wide range of equipment is used when creating specialist make-up techniques.
Airbrushing can be an effective technique to use and involves the use of a
compressor. At the start of the working day you are required to set up the
airbrush equipment. Portable appliance testing has occurred however you notice
the plug has loose wires.
2 (a) From the list of options, select the most appropriate action to take.
(1 mark)

A

Attempt to tighten the screws and wires on the plug.

B

Equipment is safe to use as PAT testing has occurred.

C

Place equipment back into the storage cupboard.

D

Remove equipment from service, report fault to senior member of staff.

E

Remove plug and place “Do not use” sign on equipment.

Total for Question 2 = 1 mark
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You have been asked to design the make-up for a catwalk show for London
Fashion Week. The designer would like a wide range of adornments in the
finished look.
3 (a) Discuss the safety precautions required when using adhesives and the
consequence of not adhering to them.
(3 marks)

Total for Question 3 = 3 marks
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Understanding the chemical composition of make-up products and their individual
functions will ensure that appropriate products are selected to suit the client’s
needs.
4 (a) From the list of options, select the reason why products containing humectants
are more suited to a dry skin than a product containing emollients.
(1 mark)

A

Desquamation is increased.

B

Oils will be absorbed by the epidermis.

C

Sebaceous secretions will be increased.

D

Water is attracted into the stratum corneum.

E

Water loss from the dermis is prevented.

Total for Question 4 = 1 mark
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When preparing the make-up room for the day, the make-up artist requires a
cleaning solution to wipe down all surfaces. The solution chosen has the
following symbol printed on the label, see Figure 1.
Figure 1

5 (a) From the list of options, select the most appropriate action that the make-up
artist should take.
(1 mark)

A

Do not use the solution as it is self-reactive.

B

Ensure full PPE is worn as solution has corrosive effect on the skin.

C

Product is safe to use; continue as normal.

D

Solution has ability to irritate the skin; wear gloves when using.

E

Solution is harmful to environment; take care when placing in waste.

Total for Question 5 = 1 mark
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Contouring is very popular within all areas of the industry due to its ability to
change the appearance of face shapes.
6 (a) Compare the differences between highlighting and shading.
(2 marks)

Total for Question 6 = 2 marks

TOTAL FOR SECTION A = 11 MARKS
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SECTION B – 10 Marks
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

You have been asked to design a photographic make-up look for a magazine
article. The designer has sent you an image of the location and the model
you will be working on. The model requires make-up to be applied to the face
and body; at times the model will be in the water. The photo shoot will take
place in the middle of the day.
Figure 2

Figure 3

7 (a) Analyse the influencing factors when preparing for this photo shoot.
(10 marks)
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Total for Question 7 = 10 marks

TOTAL FOR SECTION B = 10 MARKS

TOTAL FOR PAPER = 21 MARKS

END OF EXAM
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BT3D3/BT3ED3 - Marking Guide
Section A

Due to the high number of risks and hazards when working on location, make-up artists must have suitable insurance cover.
Q1 (a) Explain the potential consequences of not holding insurance in the workplace.
UBT118M,
UBT121M,
Answer
UBT122M
LO1
1 mark for identifying the reason for insurance in the workplace.
Areas the candidate may discuss:
 Legal requirements depending on the type of business.
 Depending on type of cover will give protection to employees, models, clients, visitors.

Total
marks

1 mark

1-2 further marks for explaining the consequence to the make-up artist or workplace





Any claims made against the make-up artist/workplace may result in large financial cost.
Business may close due to cost of claims made against them.
Poor reputation and loss of work.
Fines for not having relevant insurance.

2 marks
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A wide range of equipment is used when creating specialist make-up techniques. Airbrushing can be an effective technique to
use and involves the use of a compressor. At the start of the working day you are required to set up the airbrush equipment.
Portable appliance testing has occurred however you notice the plug has loose wires.
Q2 (a) From the list of options, select the most appropriate action to take.
UCO28M
Multiple Choice Question
LO1

Answer

A

Attempt to tighten the screws and wires on the plug.

B

Equipment is safe to use as PAT testing has occurred.

C

Place equipment back into the storage cupboard.

D

Remove equipment from service, report fault to senior member of staff.

E

Remove plug and place “Do not use” sign on equipment.

Most correct answer
D

Incorrect answer because the
make-up artist is not qualified
to fix the equipment.
Incorrect answer because the
PAT test does not guarantee
the equipment is safe.
Incorrect answer because
another make-up artist could
go to use the equipment.
Correct answer because it
ensures the no one else can
use the equipment and the
repair by a qualified person
can take place.
Incorrect answer because
make-up artist is not qualified
to remove the plug. A sign may
also be easily lost.

Least correct answer
C

B

E

A
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You have been asked to design the make-up for a catwalk show for London Fashion Week. The designer would like a wide
range of adornments in the finished look.
Q3 (a) Discuss the safety precautions required when using adhesives and the consequence of not adhering to them.
UBT118M
Total
Answer
LO1/LO2
marks
1 mark for identifying the need to patch test the model/client.
1 mark for identifying safe and appropriate removal techniques.

2 marks

1 further mark for discussing the consequence of not following safety precautions.
Areas candidate may discuss:
 Model/client may have a reaction.
 Damage may be caused to the skin.

1 mark
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Understanding the chemical composition of make-up products and their individual functions will ensure that appropriate
products are selected to suit the client’s needs.
Q4 (a) From the list of options, select the reason why products containing humectants are more suited to a dry skin than a
product containing emollients.
UBT124M
Multiple Choice Question
Answer
LO1
Incorrect answer because
A
Desquamation is increased.
they do not affect how quickly
desquamation occurs.
Incorrect answer because
B
Oils will be absorbed by the epidermis.
they do not increase the skin’s
absorption.
Incorrect answer because
C
Sebaceous secretions will be increased.
they do not affect the
sebaceous gland secretions.
Correct answer because the
molecules within the skin are
D
Water is attracted into the stratum corneum.
attracted to the stratum
corneum from the dermis.
Incorrect answer because
E
Water loss from the dermis is prevented.
they do not trap the water
within the skin.

Most correct answer
D

E

Least correct answer
C

B

A
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When preparing the make-up room for the day, the make-up artist requires a cleaning solution to wipe down all surfaces. The
solution chosen has the following symbol printed on the label, see Figure 1.
Q5 (a) From the list of options, select the most appropriate action that the make-up artist should take.
UCO28M
Multiple Choice Question
Answer
LO1
Incorrect answer because this
A
Do not use the solution as it is self-reactive.
is not the symbol of selfreactive.
Incorrect answer because this
B
Ensure full PPE is worn as solution has corrosive effect on the skin.
is not the symbol for corrosive.
Incorrect answer because the
C
Product is safe to use; continue as normal.
hazard label indicates there is
a risk.
Incorrect answer because this
D
Solution has ability to irritate the skin; wear gloves when using.
is not the symbol for an irritant.
Correct answer because the
symbol is used to warn of a
E
Solution is harmful to environment; take care when placing in waste.
risk to the environment if not
disposed of correctly.

Most correct answer
E

Least correct answer
D

B

A

C
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Contouring is very popular within all areas of the industry due to its ability to change the appearance of face shapes.
Q6 (a) Compare the differences between highlighting and shading.
UBT121M,
UBT122M,
Answer
UBT118M
LO2

Total
marks

1 mark for identifying the function of highlighting and shading.
1 further mark for comparing their functions against each other.
Areas candidate may discuss:
 Highlighting – Create dimension, emphasize features.
 Shading – Hides features, contours face shapes.

2 marks
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Section B

You have been asked to design a photographic make-up look for a magazine article. The designer has sent you an image of the
location and the model you will be working on. The model requires make-up to be applied to the face and body; at times the
model will be in the water. The photo shoot will take place in the middle of the day.
Q7 (a) Analyse the influencing factors when preparing for this photo shoot.
UBT118M
Total
LO1, LO2, LO3,
Answer
marks
LO4
1-4 marks for identifying up to four factors to be considered.
Areas the candidate may discuss:
 The light and position of the sun can affect the colours chosen by the make-up artist.
 Colour choice may need to be adapted (stronger/softer) to ensure colours are still clearly visible
in images.
 Sun – protection of the models skin to prevent burning.
 Heat – will affect the longevity of the make-up.
 How long will the photo shoot take?
 More retouches may be required.
 Model is red head and will burn quicker so will need to be covered or in shade when not having
photos taken.
 Sand – can get stuck to the model particularly if oil based products are used.
 Covered area to work under.

4 marks

1-4 further marks for discussing how the factors will influence the planning stage.

4 marks

1-2 further marks for analysing the factors and how they can be overcome for the photo shoot.

2 marks
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Internal Sample Assessment Material

Graded Synoptic Assessment – Assessor Pack
Qualification
title

Level 3 Diploma in Beauty Make-up Techniques
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Beauty Make-up
Techniques

Qualification
product code

BT3D3
BT3ED3

Graded synoptic
assessment code

Units
covered

Series

BT3D3.SYN
BT3ED3.SYN
UCO28M - Health and safety in the salon
UBT90M - Client care and consultation
UBT119M - Promote and sell products and services
UBT121M - Bridal make-up
UBT87M - False eyelash application
UBT122M - Airbrush make-up
Sample

What is in this pack?




Instructions for assessors
Client requirements
Marking pack

Instructions for assessors
1. The purpose of the graded synoptic assessment is for learners to demonstrate that
they can identify and use effectively, in an integrated way, an appropriate selection of
skills, techniques, concepts, theories, and knowledge from a number of units from
within the qualification.
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2. The graded synoptic assessment is set by VTCT and requires learners to carry out a
complete commercial service in a real or realistic working environment. Learners
must provide a personalised service for a given theme that they have researched and
planned, which will mirror commercial practice in industry.
There are three parts to this assessment, which include:
Part 1 - Researching the given theme
Part 2 - Designing and planning the make-up application (Work plan)
Part 3 - Preparing and applying the make-up design (Practical assessment)
3. It is expected that Parts 1 and 2 be separated by approximately four weeks, and
Parts 2 and 3 be separated by approximately two weeks.
4. The practical service must be completed in a commercially acceptable time frame.
5. The Learner Pack details the services to be provided and includes a set of tasks,
which specify the activities that need to be demonstrated.
6. Assessments must be conducted on real clients. It the centres responsibility to
source suitable clients.
7. This graded synoptic assessment has been designed with employers and
professional associations to reflect industry practice. It has also been informed by the
experience and assets of WorldSkills International.
8. The information in this pack should be read in conjunction with the Learner Pack, the
qualification specification and unit specifications, in particular the assessment
requirements and assessment guidance sections.
9. Centres should involve industry practitioners or employers in the synoptic
assessment process.
Scheduling the graded synoptic assessment
10. VTCT sets the graded synoptic assessment, which is changed annually. It is the
responsibility of the centre to internally assess and internally quality assure the
assessment, which is subject to external verification by VTCT.
11. Learners must complete the graded synoptic assessment towards the end of their
learning programme; this might be in the final term or last third of the qualification.
12. Assessments should be conducted only when learners are suitably prepared for
assessment. Centres may determine the precise timing of graded synoptic
assessments to suit local needs.
13. Centres must produce and maintain an assessment plan which includes the graded
synoptic assessment. VTCT EQAs will arrange with centres to conduct quality
assurance visits to observe graded synoptic assessments, to quality assure the
consistency of assessment decisions and that learner work is to the required national
standard. VTCT will also conduct random spot-checking of graded synoptic
assessments.

Preparing for the graded synoptic assessment
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14. Centres must identify clients for the graded synoptic assessment. Potential clients
must meet the specified client requirements.
15. It is the responsibility of the centre to meet with potential clients at the centre to
establish suitability and to meet the health and safety requirements.
16. Clients deemed suitable, must be provided with the date and time they are required
to attend the centre for the graded synoptic assessment.
Conducting the graded synoptic assessment
Part 1 - Researching the given theme
17. The Learner Pack including the Assessment brief – Part 1 must be issued to learners
six weeks prior to their scheduled practical assessment. Part 1 of the assessment
brief informs learners about the theme for their assessment.
18. Time: Learners must be given four weeks to research the theme and formulate their
ideas for a make-up design.
19. Resources: Learners must be given access to a comprehensive range of resources
to conduct their research. This should include access to the internet, library and any
other resources deemed appropriate by the centre.
20. Supervision/Authenticity: This part of the assessment requires limited supervision,
the requirements must be clearly specified to learners, but research may be
completed without direct supervision and will not contribute directly to assessable
outcomes.
21. Collaboration: Learners may conduct their research by working with others.
22. Feedback: Learners must not be provided with feedback until after the practical
assessment (Part 3) and once overall results have been internally verified. The
centre must not release results or provide feedback to learners until they have had a
recent EQA visit, who has sampled work from both parts of the graded synoptic
assessment.
Part 2 - Designing and planning the make-up application (Work plan)
23. After four weeks of research, learners must bring their research findings to a
supervised session whereby they will be issued with Part 2 of the assessment brief.
In this session, learners are required to use their research to produce a work plan in
preparation for their practical assessment. The content of the work plan is defined by
VTCT in the assessment brief.
24. Time: Learners must be given a maximum of three hours to draw on their research to
produce a work plan in preparation for their practical make-up application
assessment.
25. Resources: In addition to bringing their own research, learners must be given access
to a comprehensive range of resources that they can use to produce their work plan.
This should include access to the internet, textbooks, bridal magazines, make-up for
airbrushing as well as standard application, false lashes and equipment and any
other resources deemed necessary. Learners are not permitted to access their email
accounts during this assessment.
26. Environment: Learners must produce their work plans in a classroom or other
suitable environment.
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27. Supervision/Authenticity: The assessment must be supervised at all times by an
assessor.
28. Collaboration: Learners must produce their work plan independently. This is an
assessment of individual learner performance and does not permit collaboration or
communication between learners.
29. Feedback: Learners must not be provided with feedback until after the practical
assessment (Part 3) and once overall results have been internally verified. The
centre must not release results or provide feedback to learners until they have had a
recent EQA visit, who has sampled work from both parts of the graded synoptic
assessment.
Part 3 - Preparing and applying the make-up design (Practical assessment)
30. Two weeks after producing a work plan (Part 2), the practical assessment must be
carried out.
31. Time: Learners must be given a maximum of one hour and thirty minutes to prepare
for and apply make-up in line with their work plan. There will be an additional 30
minutes set up time prior to the assessment starting for learners to organise their
equipment and work area.
32. Environment: Assessments must take place in a real or realistic working environment
on a real client.
33. Resources: Learners must be given access to the full range of products, tools and
equipment as requested in their work plan.
34. Supervision/Authenticity: The assessment must be supervised at all times by an
assessor.
35. Collaboration: Whilst learners can work in groups to practise and prepare for this
assessment, the practical assessment itself is an assessment of individual learner
performance and does not permit collaboration or communication between learners.
36. Reflective discussion: Reflective discussion provides a holistic approach to assessing
learners’ analytical and decision making abilities. VTCT will provide specific
questions for assessors which cover justification and evaluation of learner choices
and actions, and recommendations for future practices. Assessors must use these
questions to conduct a reflective discussion with learners on completion of their
practical assessment. Reflective discussions must be recorded. There are various
options for recording reflective discussions such as audio, video or paper-based
recording.
37. Feedback: Learners must not be provided with feedback until after the practical
assessment and once overall results have been internally verified. The centre must
not release results or provide feedback to learners until they have had a recent EQA
visit, who has sampled work from both parts of the graded synoptic assessment.
Judging and grading the synoptic assessment
38. Learner performance must be internally assessed by centre staff.
39. The synoptic assessment is graded Fail, Pass, Merit or Distinction.
40. Assessors must observe learner performance and use the holistic rubric to assign a
single grade based on an overall judgement of the complete service provided.
Page 23 of 37

BT3D3.BT3ED3

Judgement is made against specified characteristics that define the Pass, Merit and
Distinction grades.
Assessors must not attempt to assign a grade to each and every task, instead they
must weigh up the strengths and weaknesses of the service provided as a whole and
decide on which grade best reflects the learners overall performance.
41. Assessors must use the marking grid to record assessment decisions which includes:




the grade awarded
justification for the grade awarded
details of reference material or supporting evidence (i.e. work plans, mood
boards, photographs of outcomes etc)

Internal quality assurance of the graded synoptic assessment
42. Centres must ensure the internal quality assurance and quality control of all learner
assessment including reliability, validity, fairness and authenticity.
43. It is the responsibility of the centre to ensure that rigorous internal standardisation
has taken place to ensure:




the correct procedures relating to the delivery of the graded synoptic
assessment are administered
the grading criteria and standard of evidence required by grade, is clearly
understood
assessment decisions taken by different assessors (across sites, where
applicable) are consistent, fair and reliable

44. Once learners have completed the graded synoptic assessment and grades have
been determined, centres must internally quality assure a suitable sample of learner
work. As a minimum, centre sampling must meet all criteria, which includes:




a minimum sample of 20 or the square root (whichever is the largest), for
cohorts below 20, a 100% sample is required
all assessors and internal verifiers, and all sites (where applicable).
learner work at all grades, including learner work which has been given a Fail
grade

45. Centres must ensure that assessors have:



been consistent in their application of the grading criteria
applied grading criteria fairly and consistently across all learners

Internal quality assurance outcomes for the graded synoptic assessment, including
changes to learner grades must be recorded and made available to the EQA
External quality assurance of the graded synoptic assessment
46. The graded synoptic assessment is subject to external quality assurance by VTCT.
EQAs will schedule visits to observe graded practical assessments.

47. On a centre visit an EQA will:


verify that appropriate staff and sufficient resources are in place, and that the
centre is continuing to meet the criteria specified in the centre contract
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check that the centre’s policies and procedures, specifically those that relate
to internal standardisation and record keeping, continue to meet VTCT’s
requirements
review the quality of meaningful employer involvement
in line with VTCT’s sampling strategy, sample learner work to verify that it is
to the required standard for a given grade, this includes observation of graded
synoptic assessments
review evidence of the activities that have been undertaken to standardise
assessments
sample work and observe assessments at/from different sites if the centre
operates at more than one location, from different centres and IQAs and at
different stages of delivery. All samples are selected by the IQA

48. Centres must provide assessment plans to their EQA at the earliest possible
opportunity, so that the EQA can plan to undertake visits that coincide with any
practical assessments taking place at the centre, so that external verification can
take place.
49. Random sampling is arranged between the centre and the EQA. The EQA will
choose a sample of named learners to cover a variety of skills, knowledge, units and
assessors. Through the sampling process the EQA will seek to assure that all
assessment decisions made at the centre are consistent, fair, valid, and reliable. The
EQA will also seek to confirm that all assessments conducted meet national
standards.
50. Depending on their findings, the EQA may take different courses of action; including
agreeing an improvement plan and timeline for improvement with the centre,
increasing the sample size which may result in a further quality assurance visit
(chargeable to the centre) or sanctions may be applied in accordance with the VTCT
Sanctions Policy.
51. VTCT will conduct targeted and unannounced spot checks on centres. An EQA
independent of the centre may visit a centre without prior notice to sample learner
evidence, and observe graded synoptic assessments.
52. In addition to the two normal EQA visits per year, targeted and unannounced spot
checks of centres delivering this qualification will be undertaken as part of VTCT’s
formal quality assurance process. Spot checks are carried out by VTCT EQAs and
will interrogate the delivery, assessment and internal quality assurance of the graded
synoptic assessment.
The EQA conducting a spot check will:





be independent of the centre
ensure graded synoptic assessments are conducted appropriately and in line with
VTCT procedures
judge and grade learner performance in graded synoptic assessments alongside
centre assessors to ensure the national standard is being achieved
compare judgements between assessors to ensure grading criteria and
characteristics are being consistently applied

VTCT will draw on centre assessment plans to conduct unannounced spot checks.
Submitting grades for the graded synoptic assessment
53. The centre should submit learner grades to VTCT using Linx2Online on the VTCT
website.
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Retaking the graded synoptic assessment
54. Retakes for learners who have failed - Learners who fail to reach the required Pass
standard in the graded synoptic assessment, are permitted ONE retake opportunity
after feedback and appropriate tuition have taken place. The assessment retake
must be conducted using a different theme issued by VTCT, which will provide
sufficient variation to the original assessment.
55. Retakes for underperforming learners - Learners who achieve the Pass standard or
above but are deemed to have underperformed in the graded synoptic assessment,
are permitted ONE retake opportunity. The assessment retake must be conducted
using a different theme issued by VTCT, which will provide sufficient variation to the
original assessment.
Evidence of underperformance must be recorded and retained by centres. Evidence
may include grades achieved by learners in other assessments which demonstrate
comparative underperformance. This evidence must be made available for external
quality assurance.

Page 26 of 37

BT3D3.BT3ED3

Client requirements
Centres must identify suitable clients for the graded synoptic assessment. Centres may ask
learners to identify suitable clients.
Clients must meet all of the following requirements. Specifically, clients must:









be 16 years or over
not be contra-indicated for make-up, false lashes or airbrush make-up application
be willing to have make-up, false lashes and airbrush make-up application
be willing to divulge relevant personal and medical details for the purpose of
consultation and checking suitability
be prepared for services to be carried out by a learner unknown to them
not have practitioner knowledge or experience
provide consent to participate

Potential clients must meet with centre staff who will establish suitability in relation to the
specified client requirements and health and safety requirements.
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Marking pack
Learner name:
Date:
Graded synoptic
assessment code:

BT3D3.SYN
BT3ED3.SYN

Series:

Sample

Theme:

Bridal make-up with a winter theme

Assessor name:
Instructions
You (the assessor) must observe learner performance and use the holistic rubric to assign a
single grade based on an overall judgement of the complete service provided.
You must not attempt to assign a grade to each and every task, instead you must weigh up
the strengths and weaknesses of the service provided as a whole and decide on which
grade best reflects the learners overall performance. Grade characteristics must not be used
as a tick list.
You are required to justify the grade awarded.
Support and guidance
Prior to conducting graded synoptic assessments, you are strongly encouraged to attend an
‘Establishing the Standard’ workshop hosted by VTCT, to explore best practice in conducting
graded synoptic assessments and in particular, correctly using the grading rubric.
For more information, visit the VTCT website (www.vtct.org.uk).
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Holistic grading rubric
Use the grading rubric below, to award the learner a grade for the synoptic assessment.
All or most of the characteristics must be achieved to be awarded the given grade
Characteristics of a Pass
The learner produced a sufficient work plan and relevant mood board using a limited range of
sources, based on the given theme. The learner carried out a bridal make-up service, which
satisfied the essential requirements of the client and mostly aligned with the make-up brief. The
learner provided a bespoke bridal make-up service, using suitable methods and techniques,
including compliance with health and safety and product specifications. The finished result was
suitable for the client. The learner communicated with the client to check comfort levels, maintain
positive personal contact and conclude the service to the client’s satisfaction. The learner
completed the service within the scheduled time, whilst maintaining a clean and tidy work area.
The learner demonstrated sufficient knowledge and understanding throughout the assessment.
The learner explained some aspects of the service, with reasons for the decisions taken and
made suggestions for improvement to personal performance.

Characteristics of a Merit
The learner produced a detailed work plan and accurate and relevant mood board reflecting a
range of sources. The learner systematically carried out the agreed services which fully aligned
with the themed design brief and employer expectations. The learner provided a bespoke bridal
make-up service incorporating airbrushing and false lash application, of equal quality to achieve
a pleasing overall result. The learner used a range of techniques proficiently which were suitably
tailored for the client. The learner used communication skills to establish and maintain a positive
relationship with the client throughout. The learner maintained customer service, client comfort
and confidence. The learner managed time, materials and equipment effectively whilst
maintaining a safe working area. The learner discussed methods and products for make-up
touch up and removal as well as skin care, including the services and products available from
the business. The learner demonstrated awareness of environmental sustainability with some
eco-friendly measures employed.
The learner demonstrated a broad and detailed knowledge and understanding throughout the
assessment.
The learner justified most aspects of the service given relative to the client’s needs and wants,
with reasons for the decisions and actions taken. The learner identified key strengths,
weaknesses and opportunities for improvement.

Characteristics of a Distinction
The learner produced a highly detailed and precise work plan and mood board which were
professionally formatted and creatively presented. The learner systematically and seamlessly
integrated services, which fully aligned with the themed design brief and exceeded employer
expectations. The learner produced a result that demonstrated equal mastery of bridal make-up,
airbrushing and false lash application, which delighted the client. The learner used a range of
techniques with a high degree of skill, confidence, flow and fluidity that were suitably tailored for
the client. The learner achieved a finish that demonstrated mastery, creativity and innovation.
The learner used a communication strategy that was courteous, considerate and attuned to the
clients responses, which established a positive relationship with the client throughout. The
learner provided a high degree of customer service and actively sought opportunities to make
the client feel special. The learner managed time, the work area, equipment and materials for
optimal safety, efficiency and effectiveness. The learner used strategies to provide advice and
guidance, and promote and sell products and services, discussing the relative advantages and
disadvantages of future options; demonstrating a strong commercial focus. The learner
demonstrated commitment to environmental sustainability employing eco-friendly measures
throughout.
The learner demonstrated a broad and comprehensive knowledge and understanding
throughout the assessment.
The learner reflected upon and justified all aspects of the service, covering the options available,
and the reasons for the decisions and actions taken. The learner explained strengths and
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weaknesses, the benefit to the salon, and identified opportunities for improvement; supported by
clear, self-planned actions to improve further.
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Grading decision
Duration of
assessment:
Grade
awarded:
Justification
for grade
awarded:

Reference
material /
supporting
evidence:
Assessor
name:
IQA name:
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Graded Synoptic Assessment – Learner Pack
TO BE ISSUED TO LEARNERS AT THE START OF THE ASSESSMENT

Qualification
title

Level 3 Diploma in Beauty Make-up Techniques
Level 3 Extended Diploma in Beauty Make-up
Techniques

Qualification
product code

BT3D3
BT3ED3

Graded synoptic
assessment code
Series

BT3D3.SYN
BT3ED3.SYN
Sample

What is in this pack?



Instructions for learners
Assessment brief

Instructions for learners
1. This graded synoptic assessment requires you to research, plan, design and
carry out a themed make-up application using a variety of techniques.
2. There are three parts to this assessment which include:
Part 1 - Researching the given theme
Part 2 - Designing and planning the make-up application (Work plan)
Part 3 - Preparing and applying the make-up design (Practical
assessment)
3. Part 1 - Researching the given theme
You will be issued with Part 1 of the assessment brief which details the theme
for your practical make-up application, and provides information on the
techniques and applications you must include in your practical make-up
application assessment.
You will be given four weeks to research the given theme and gather
information to inform your design.

4. Part 2 - Designing and planning the make-up application (Work plan)
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You must bring your research to a session whereby you will be required to
produce a work plan for your practical make-up application assessment.
Before you start your work plan you will be issued with the document,
‘Assessment Brief – Part 2 (Work plan)’. This provides information on the
practical assessment, including the techniques you must use, and the
information that you must include in your work plan.
You will have up to a maximum of three hours to produce a work plan to show
how you will carry out the practical assessment. You will be supervised by
your assessor at all times and must not work or talk with others in the group.
You will have access to a range of resources to help guide your work plan.
Your work plan should be limited to one hour and thirty minutes as this is the
time allocated to the practical assessment.
Once you have completed and handed in your work plan, your centre will
ensure all the products, tools and equipment you have included, are made
available for your practical assessment. Your centre will provide you with a
copy of your work plan on the day of your practical assessment.
Your practical assessment will take place two weeks after you have produced
and submitted your work plan.

5. Part 3 - Preparing and applying the make-up design (Practical assessment)
On the day of your practical assessment your centre will provide you with the
document, ‘Assessment Brief – Part 3 (Practical assessment)’. This document
provides information on the format of the practical assessment and the tasks
that you must carry out.
You will be required to prepare for, and apply your make-up design as
presented in your work plan. You will be given a period to set up your work
area with all the required products, tools and equipment, prior to the start of
the assessment.
You will have access to the full range of products, tools and equipment
specified in your work plan.
You will be supervised by your assessor at all times.
You must not communicate or collaborate with your peers at any time
throughout the assessment.
At the end of your practical assessment, your assessor will ask you a number
of structured questions. You will be required to justify and evaluate your
choices and use of products, tools, equipment and techniques used
throughout the service.
6. Your assessor will make an overall judgement of your performance and will
award you with a grade of Fail, Pass, Merit or Distinction. You will not be
issued with your grade until a later time. This assessment is worth 20% of
your overall qualification grade.
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Assessment brief – Part 1
Researching the given theme
TO BE ISSUED TO LEARNERS SIX WEEKS PRIOR TO THEIR
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT

1. What you must do
You are required to gather ideas, images, sketches, text or any other media
that inspires you, that will influence your final make-up design. This research
should provide the necessary material to produce your work plan and mood
board. You must keep a list to reference sources gathered from your
research.
The theme for the winter wedding includes the following:





The wedding dress and car are vintage
There are 3 bridesmaids all under the age of 10, who will be wearing
white dresses with red capes
The bridal bouquet includes red roses, white stephanotis and green ivy
The groom’s buttonhole is a red rose.

Your design must include:




the use of either strip or standard individual lashes
standard make-up application
airbrush make-up application

2. Timing
You have four weeks to research the theme of a winter wedding.
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Assessment brief – Part 2
Designing and planning the make-up application (Work
plan)
TO BE ISSUED TO LEARNERS TWO WEEKS PRIOR TO THEIR
PRACTICAL ASSESSMENT

1. What you must do
You are required to present your research and produce a work plan including a
mood board, in a planning session to demonstrate your interpretation of the
winter wedding theme.
Your work plan must include:






the products to be ordered (record all individual components of the design
in the correct quantities)
timings of each component (within the given one hour and thirty minutes
for the practical assessment)
the techniques and methods to be used
a list of suitable equipment required
a mood board of ideas including sketches, flat plans, designs ideas and
inspirations

2. Timing
You have three hours to produce the work plan (which includes a mood board).

3. Other information
You must hand in your work plan (including mood board) to your assessor. It will
be made available for you to follow on the day of your practical assessment.
You may incorporate props into your finished look such as a tiara, flowers or veil
but all hairdressing must be completed on the client prior to the start of
assessment as no time is allowed for this. In the case of the client being
unknown to the learner it is recommended all clients have their hair dressed prior
to assessment starting.
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Assessment brief – Part 3 (Practical assessment)
TO BE ISSUED TO LEARNERS AT THE START OF THEIR PRACTICAL
ASSESSMENT

1. Service to be provided
You must provide a bespoke bridal make-up application with a winter wedding
theme. The design must include the use of a either strip or standard individual
false lashes, demonstrating the use of air-brush make-up application techniques.

2. What you must do
When carrying out your service you must:








prepare the area for application of make-up
demonstrate a range of make-up application techniques
prepare and apply the chosen false lashes
demonstrate airbrush application techniques
complete the application in line with your work plan
maintain a clean and tidy work area as you work
observe health and safety practices throughout

At the end of the assessment, you will be required to justify and evaluate all
aspects of your service, identifying opportunities for improvement. This will take
the form of a reflective discussion with your assessor.

3. Time
You must complete the service in a commercially acceptable time frame. You
have up to a maximum of one hour and thirty minutes to complete the service.
You will be given thirty minutes to set up your work area with all the required
products, tools and equipment, prior to the start of the assessment.

Page 36 of 37

BT3D3.BT3ED3

4. Tasks
Throughout your service you must complete all tasks in the table below.
Tasks

Links to units and (learning
outcomes)

1

Research the given theme of a winter
wedding to inform your future make-up
design (Part 1)

UBT87M (LO2)

Use your research to produce a work plan
(including a mood board) of your
interpretation of the winter wedding theme
(Part 2)

UBT87M (LO2,3)

3

Comply with health and safety standards
throughout

UCO28M (LO1,2,3)

4

Plan, prepare and set up for the agreed
treatments, to include self, client and work
area

UBT90M (LO1,4)

2

UBT121M (LO2)
UBT122M (LO1,2)

UBT121M (LO2,3)
UBT122M (LO2,3)

UBT121M (LO1,2,3,4)
UBT122M (LO1,2,3,4)
UBT87M (LO1,2,3,4)

5

Follow your work plan to provide the bridal
make-up application, demonstrating
effective use of airbrush make-up
application

UBT121M (LO1,2,3,4)

6

Follow your plan to provide either strip or
standard individual false eyelash
applications, demonstrating effective
application techniques

UBT87M (LO1,2,3,4)

7

Provide aftercare advice and
recommendations

UBT90M (LO2, 4)

UBT122M (LO1,2,3,4)

UBT121M (LO1,2,3,4)
UBT122M (LO1,2,3,4)
UBT87M (LO1,2,3,4)
UBT119M (LO1,2,3)

8

Complete post-treatment maintenance and
maintain client records

UBT90M (LO4)
UBT121M (LO4)
UBT122M (LO4)
UBT87M (LO4)

At the end of your assessment you will be required to justify and evaluate all
aspects of your service.
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