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8th May 2014 

       
Warwickshire Justice Centre 

Vicarage Street 
Nuneaton 
CV11 4JU 

 
Direct Dial: 02476 641111 

 
Dear Mr Williams, 
 

I am writing with regard to the proposed Police Preparation Course; the VTCT Level 3 Diploma in 
Preparation for the Police Service (QCF). 
 

Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police are keen to attract the best possible applicants when 
recruiting police officers, Special Constables and staff. We are very supportive of the Certificate of 
Knowledge in Policing when delivered by providers approved to do so by the College of Policing. 
 

The proposed Diploma in Preparation for the Police Service is a course which will both compliment the 
CKP and provide the student with knowledge to Level 3 standard. The course is comprehensive and 
covers key topics relevant to policing and the work that police officers undertake on a day-to-day basis.  
 
In line with recent national recommendations Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police now require a 
level 3 qualification from applicants to join as Regular police officers. As such I am confident that this 
course will help put students in a better position to apply to join us, either as a Special Constable or a 
Regular police officer. The course content will also be very useful and relevant to students who wish to 
apply to join the Police in Police staff or PCSO roles.   
 
I note that the important aspects of fitness and personal protection are included and it is pleasing to see 
the key areas of study include equality and diversity, Neighbourhood Policing and principles of policing 
by consent. These are essential themes for students wishing to embark upon a career in the Police, and 
will not only better equip them for the application process, but also for a successful career to follow.  
 
I understand that VTCT also intend to put this qualification onto the 2017 performance league tables and 
that it is only qualifications that are of the highest standards and quality will be accepted onto these new, 
transparent league tables.  We offer our support for this qualification to be included in the performance 
tables and are happy for our letter of support to be displayed on the DFE and VTCT website.      
 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
Steve Eccleston 
Superintendent 
Head of Workforce Development 
Warwickshire Police and West Mercia Police 


